
Based in New Delhi, India, SPRF is a policy think tank focused on social and political 
research which aims to bring a dispassionate, objective view of polity into focus in 
India.

Through its research, outreach, and events, SPRF deliberates and discusses an idea 
of an India where public policy is strengthened by fact and not steered by opinion. 
This comes with the understanding that the country is being pulled in too many 
different directions. It seems to be today an everchanging fragment of what was 
initially envisioned for it post-independence by the greatest minds of the time.

Why We Do

SPRF is anchored in the belief that policymaking needs to be politics-, 
region-, religion-, agenda-, and cause-neutral. Our research aims to 
present facts as they are and not coloured by opinion. Innovative, 
creative, and meticulous, SPRF produces in-depth, evidence-based 
research material aimed at shaping public discourse in the language most 
easily understood. This may be bite-sized social media content,  visually 
appealing infographics, informative videos, and compelling podcasts. 

Through our work, SPRF is looking to breakdown complex issues and fuel 
a spirit of enquiry. Our work is carried out in close coordination with 
regional and local partners to promote voices beyond the ones you 
already hear.

Public discourse around policy risks being rendered 
directionless if not supported by facts and figures that 
accurately represent a particular issue. At SPRF, 
therefore, we are committed to reinforcing the 
importance of information for people to ask thoughtful 
questions with depth and meaning for building solutions 
over problems already known.

Our Board of Trustees

What We Do

Research

We conceptualise and develop research 
and data-intensive projects in the form 
of academic papers, short- and 
long-form issues, policy briefs, articles, 
and reports. 

Social Media

Working extensively on social media 
and digital content, SPRF uses 
infographics, videos, visualised data, 
and podcasts  to inform our audiences 
about the causes and consequences of 
what is most important to India.

Events 

The first of SPRF’s flagship events, 
Mantranaa 2019 will focus on one key 
thematic area of our research – 
Internal Security. The event will see key 
stakeholders, bureaucrats, 
policymakers, civil society, and 
influencers come together to discuss 
India’s internal security challenges. 

SPRF will also organise a series of 
public lectures, roundtables, events, 
and discussions in the coming year. 

info@sprf.in @SPRFIndia @sprf_india @sprf_indiawww.sprf.in Social and Political Research Foundation

Shri Ram Bahadur Rai  (Padma Shri)

Shri Pushpesh Kumar Pant (Padma Shri)

Shri Jawaharlal Kaul (Padma Shri)

Mr. Amogh Dev Rai

Ms. Ishanee Sharma

Mr. Dilpreet Singh Chawla

Shri Rahul Dev

Shri Kamal Sehgal

Shri Yashwant Rao Deshmukh

Shri Hemant Sharma

Shri Ram Sahai Varma

Shri Manmohan Singh Chawla

Who We Are



info@sprf.in @SPRFIndia @sprf_india @sprf_indiawww.sprf.in Social and Political Research Foundation

About our Board of Trustees

Shri Ram Bahadur Rai

Shri Ram Bahadur Rai has been a journalist for over forty 
years out of which he spent 18 consecutive years
reporting from the Lok Sabha for Navbharat Times and 
Jansatta. Apart from this, he has also worked as an editor 
for Jansatta and Yathavat, a Hindi magazine, and has 
written for publications such as Hastakshep, Amar Ujala, 
Rajathan Patrika and the BBC. He has also participated in 
student politics and movements, and was on the Steering 
Committee that spearheaded the JP movement in Bihar. 
He is currently the Chancellor of SGT University,
Gurugram, the Head of the Board of the Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the Arts and was presented with an 
honorary DLitt. from the Faculty of Arts, Awadesh Pratap 
Singh University, Madhya Pradesh.

Pushpesh Kumar Pant

A Padma Shri awardee in 2016, Shri Pushpesh Pant is a 
noted Indian academic, food critic, and historian. 
Formerly a Professor of International Relations at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University and the Course Director at 
the IFS Institute, he has served in the Executive and 
Academic Councils of various Universities and is currently 
a Professor and the Dean of Law School at The NorthCap 
University, Gurgaon. Professor Pant has over 42 years of 
teaching experience, has guided over 25 PhD and MPhil 
scholars, respectively, and has published over a dozen 
books on food, travel, and tourism. was conferred with 
the prestigious Padma Shri Award in 2016 in the Litera-
ture and Education-Journalism category. 

Jawahar Kaul

Mr. Jawahar Kaul’s career as a Hindi journalist earned him 
the Padma Shree in 2016. Starting in 1963 as a trainee, 
Mr. Kaul has covered a vast array of subjects, including 
debates in the Rajya Sabha, natural disasters, ecological 
movements, poverty and unemployment, insurgencies, 
and separatist movements during the ‘60s and ‘70s. 
His work at Jansatta saw him covering the birth of the 
Jayaprakash Narayan Movement, Indira Gandhi’s declara-
tion of nation-wide emergency and her assassination, and 
communal clashes in Ahmedabad, Jamshedpur, and 
Muradabad, among other important, landmark socio-po-
litical events. He has also authored several books, includ-
ing Visfot, Hindi Patrakarita Ka Bazaar Bhav, and Vyath 
Katha.

Amogh Dev Rai

Mr. Amogh Dev Rai started his career as an environmental 
scientist working on issues pertaining to the conservation 
of felines, to advanced research in primary productivity in 
the Central Himalayan forests of India. He has been 
associated with research and developmental
organisations in various parts of the world including in 
Kagera, Tanzania, and is currently focused on higher 
education in India.

Yashwant Rao Deshmukh

Mr. Yashwant R. Deshmukh is the founder of C-Voter and 
over the years has worked as a journalist, pollster,
evaluation expert, and TV news anchor. His repertoire 
spans 15 Union Budgets and over 100 Union and
Assembly Elections besides a host of international 
socio-political and economic events across 30 nations and 
territories. Mr. Deshmukh is a visiting faculty in 6
Universities and Institutions is also life member of 
WAPOR, ISQOLS, ESRA, and the Election Center.

Hemant Sharma

A gifted journalist with a flair for research, detail, and 
authenticity, and son of noted author Manu Sharma, 
Hemant Sharma started his career in 1983 with Jansatta, a 
newspaper belonging to the prestigious Express Group. 
A penchant for satire earned him the reputation of being 
the only journalist from Jansatta whose articles were 
published in the Indian Express and its North American 
edition. In 2001, he joined Hindustan as an editor and 
remained there until being appointed as India TV’s
Executive Editor in 2003, guiding, managing, and directing 
groups of correspondents reporting from Uttar Pradesh. 

Ram Sahai Verma 

Shri. Ram Sahai Varma is a retired IAS officer who has had 
a distinguished career; he has served as Director of Public 
Relations, State Transport Commissioner, Chairman of the 
State Electricity Board, and Principal Secretary of Public 
Health among others. He was the Chief Secretary of 
Haryana from 1996 to 2000. After his retirement in 2000, 
Mr. Varma has authored a book as well as a memoir titled 
“Life in the IAS – My Encounters with the Three Lal’s of 
Haryana”.



Kamal Sehgal

Mr. Kamal Sehgal’s background in law and practice as an 
advocate at the Punjab and Haryana High Court led to his 
appointment as an Additional Standing Counsel for the 
Union Government in 1996. He later held the position of a 
Senior Panel Counsel for the Union Government in the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court from 2006 to 2009 after 
which he stood as the Additional Advocate General for 
Haryana until 2014. Mr. Sehgal’s illustrious career in legal 
practice has also included a Senior Standing Counsel for 
Indirect Taxes for the Government of India in the Punjab 
and Haryana High Court from 2008 to 2016, Legal Advisor 
and Standing Counsel to the Haryana Financial Corpora-
tion, Haryana Pollution Control Board, the Employees 
Provident Fund Organisation, and other public, private, 
government, and semi-government agencies.

Rahul Dev

A journalist by trade, Shri Rahul Dev has worked in both 
print and television formats in Hindi and English publica-
tions and media houses. These include the Pioneer, 
Weekly Current, Probe India, Illustrated Weekly, The 
Week, Dainik Jansatta, Dainik Aaj Samaj, Doordarshan, Zee 
News and CNIB News among others. He currently serves 
on the Home Ministry’s Hindi Advisory Committee, and 
was also awarded the prestigious Ganesh Sankhar
Vidyarthi Award for his contribution to Hindi journalism in 
2015.

Manmohan Singh Chawla

 Mr. Manmohan Singh Chawla is the Managing Trustee of 
Dashmesh Educational Charitable Trust, they key sponsor 
of Shree Guru Gobind Singh Tricentenary University in 
Budhera, Gurugram. An entrepreneur with a passion for 
education, Mr. Chawla has donated land for the construc-
tion of dental/medical colleges, hospitals, and research 
institutes in Budhera, Gurugram. He is also the Managing 
Director of New Age Hotels and Resorts, Ltd. with
properties in Haridwar, Nainital, Chamba, and New Delhi.

Ishanee Sharma

Ms. Ishanee Sharma is an alumnus of National Law 
University and currently practices at the Delhi High Court. 
She is also a founder partner in the rapidly growing law 
firm, V&K Law.

Dilpreet Singh Chawla

Mr. Dilpreet Singh Chawla is a dynamic entrepreneur and 
administrator. He is currently a member of the Governing 
Body of SGT University and also works with New Age 
Hotels & Resorts Ltd. to manage their properties in New 
Delhi, Nainital, Haridwar and Chamba.
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